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Th i s  book i s  a must f o r  anyone doing  r e s e a r c h  on 
b a s i c  p r o p e r t i e s  o r  u s e s  o f  s u r f a c t a n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  o r  
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s .  I t  i s  a comprehensive t r e a t i s e  
w r i t t e n  by t w o  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t h a t  r ev iews  t h e  
r e l e v a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  and p r o v i d e s  a summary of  impor- 
t a n t  r e s u l t s ,  sometimes w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e p t h .  The 
t e x t  i s  c l e a r l y  w r i t t e n  and i s  amply i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  
f i g u r e s ,  t a b l e s  of  d a t a ,  and d iagrams.  

The f i r s t  c h a p t e r  i s  a rev iew of  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  
invo lved  i n  s u r f a c e  a c t i v i t y .  S e v e r a l  c h a p t e r s  t h a t  
f o l l o w  a r e  concerned  w i t h  s u r f a c t a n t  phase  p r o p e r t i e s ,  
m i c e l l e  f o r m a t i o n  and s o l u b i l i z a t i o n .  S u r f a c e  a c t i v -  
i t y  o f  d r u g s ,  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  s u r f a c -  
t a n t s ,  s u r f a c t a n t  t o x i c i t y  and r e a c t i v i t y  a r e  covered  
i n  s e p a r a t e  c h a p t e r s .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  emuls ion  and 
suspens ion  sys tems a r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d .  
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